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Large (9-10 lb) walleye, 

commonly caught ~1900, 

now rare (1942)
(Doan 1944)

During 1942-1961

- Strong hatches last 2-3 years 

- Weak hatches last a year

- Few females reach maturity
(Parsons 1970)

Huron Pier, Nov. 25, 2017 During 1963-1968

- Fisheries annually removed 

84% of the population
(Kutkuhn et al. 1976)

“We do not, however, expect that 

Walleyes will again become as 

abundant as they were in the early 

1950s…”  (Regier et al. 1969)
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• Heavily capitalized during 20th century

• Highly-valued industry, prominent members of society

• Adaptable (gears, technology, fish behavior)

• Targeted abundant, high-value, species

• Belief that fish populations can’t be over-fished

• Fishery management varied among jurisdictions

Key Characteristics of Historical Commercial 

Fisheries in Lake Erie 



Infringements on 

management rights





CONVENTION

1954

Great Lakes Fishery Commission formed 

Major Duties:

1. Sea lamprey control

2. Science

3. Working arrangements

Article X (paraphrased): 

Nothing in this Convention prevents the states and 

Ontario from making or enforcing their own fishery 

regulations.
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GREAT LAKES FISHERY MANAGEMENT

• Sustain fish stocks

• Protect diversity

• Balance predator/prey

• Manage  best information

• Balance constituent needs



JOINT STRATEGIC PLAN
1981, 1997

• Non-binding

• Non-regulatory

• Collective action

FOCUS ON 

RELATIONSHIPS



common goal…….

To secure fish communities, based on foundations of stable self-

sustaining stocks, supplemented by judicious plantings of hatchery-

reared fish, and provide from these communities an optimum contribution 

of fish, fishing opportunities, and associated benefits to meet needs 

identified by society for wholesome food, recreation, cultural heritage, 

employment & income, and a healthy aquatic ecosystem.

strategies for cooperative fishery mgt……

Consensus

Accountability

Information Sharing

Ecosystem Management

JOINT STRATEGIC PLAN
1981, 1997
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JSP

1981

Interagency Fisheries Management Milestones
Lake Erie Committee/GLFC
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Other notable LEC/GLFC achievements

(www.glfc.org)

 Lake Trout Restoration Plan 1985, 2008

 Fish Community Objectives 2003

 Environmental Objectives 2005

 State of the Lake Reports (2005, 2009, 2015)



SUMMARY

• Historically, fishing adversely affected Lake Erie fish stocks

• 30-80 million lbs harvested annually

• Extirpated:  Lake Trout, Cisco, Blue-Pike, Sauger

• Survivors:   Lake Whitefish, Walleye, Yellow Perch (others)

• Commercial fisheries were primary drivers

• Habitat loss limited fish production

• Cooperative inter-jurisdictional fisheries management 

• Non-existent prior to mid-1960s 

• Lake committees 1965

• Successful walleye recovery in Lake Erie

• Sustainable fisheries management

• Elements of Success

• Common agenda

• Investment in shared science

• Continuous communication

• Trust and relationships

• Backbone support 



• Environmental game-changers

Challenges

• Departure from the JSP 

• Communication
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