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Greg Lipps, lipps.37@osu.edu, 419-376-3441 
Kristin Stanford, stanford.147@osu.edu, 419-285-1847 
 
Course Logistics 
One-week course held at Old Woman Creek, Huron, Ohio, and Stone Laboratory, Put-in-Bay, Ohio, May 20-26, 
2018.   
Sunday check-in and orientation. Class meets Sunday evening; Monday-Friday, 8 am - 5 pm with breaks for 
lunch and dinner (further evening class activities may also be scheduled); and Saturday, 8 am – 12 pm. 
 
The first 3 days (4 nights) of this course will be based out of Old Woman Creek National Estuarine Research 
Reserve Dormitory Facility in Huron, Ohio. Students will be expected to get themselves to the facility no later 
than 4pm on Sunday, May 20. Some registration materials will be filled out on site, including some housing 
forms and waivers, however, YOU MUST HAVE ALL OF YOUR FEES PAID PRIOR TO SHOWING UP ON 
THE FIRST DAY! Students who have not paid the housing or tuition for the course will not be allowed to stay. 
Please make sure this is taken care of well in advance of the first day of class.  
 
Students will be responsible for their own meals. Food can be brought, stored and cooked at the dormitory or 
purchased at nearby restaurants. We may contact you (via e-mail) before the start of the course regarding the 
interest of some planned group meals, however, be prepared to “fend for yourself”. 
 
The last two and a half days of the course will be spent at Stone Laboratory. Student fees will cover the 
transportation to the island, housing and meals for these days. If you are being dropped off and picked up by 
another person, please make sure that they are aware you will be on the islands the last half of the class and 
can be picked up at the Miller Ferry Dock in Catawba. To reiterate: This course has a different start and end 
location!  
 
Course Format 
2 Semester credit hours consisting of field work and readings.  
 
This one week, residential course is designed to give students an in-depth experience in field herpetology and 
research.  The vast majority of our time will be spent at field sites. The course has very little in class lecture 
time. To provide the best and most varied experience possible, we will be travelling extensively to reach 
different habitats and research sites, making for very long days. Field work will take place in wetlands, fields, 
forests, and the Lake Erie shoreline.   
 
Course Description 
EEOB 5910 will give students an in-depth experience in field herpetology and research, with heavy emphasis 
on the amphibians and reptiles found in Northern Ohio. The class will cover the biology, life-histories and 
taxonomy of Ohio’s herpetological fauna. Students will be exposed to several different types of current data 
collection techniques including radio-telemetry, mark-recapture and tissue sampling. Additionally, the students 
will have the opportunity to meet other experts in the field and participate in their research. Daily field trips are 
planned to both mainland and island study sites. Students should be prepared for an exciting and intense 
hands-on experience in field collection and specimen preparation, monitoring and surveying techniques, field 
identification and taxonomy, and conservation strategies used in herpetology. 
 
Throughout the week, you will meet and work with several herpetologists at their field sites. We will also have 
some evening sessions with guest speakers. It is to your advantage to have completed the readings 
associated with each day’s field trip BEFORE meeting and speaking with these experts.  



 
 
 
Course Materials 

***Students MUST show up with all of the following course materials, as there will be NO bookstore or internet 
access available for the first half of the course.  
 
Text: Powell R., Conant R., Collins JT. A Field guide to Reptiles and Amphibians of Eastern and Central North 
America (Peterson Field Guide Series). Houghton Mifflin Co; Fourth edition. 512pp. ISBN: 0544129970 
 
All students MUST have their own field guide. We recommend the Peterson guide, but if you already own 
another guide that you believe to be adequate (including earlier editions of the Peterson Field Guide), you may 
use it. 
 
Misc. Required Daily Readings: Are posted as downloadable pdf’s on the Stone Laboratory website:  
http://stonelab.osu.edu/courses/upper/51 
**STUDENTS NEED TO COME TO CLASS WITH THESE READINGS ALREADY DOWNLOADED OR 
PRINTED AS THERE WILL BE LIMITED INTERNET ACCESS AT THE OLD WOMAN CREEK DORM FOR 
THE FIRST THREE DAYS OF CLASS. 
 
Other Supplies: 
Rite-in-Rain Field Notebook 
Writing utensils (pencils and pens) 
Hiking Boots (preferably leather) that cover the ankles 
Appropriate field clothes/shoes 
Sunscreen 
Sunglasses 
Insect Repellant 
Hat 
 
As this is a field-centric course, we wish to make it abundantly clear that students MUST come prepared to do 
field work; i.e. bring appropriate clothes, bug spray, sunscreen, boots, hats or any other field related gear that 
may be appropriate for the course. A trip to search for venomous snakes REQUIRES that you wear hiking 
boots that cover your ankles. You will not be able to participate in this field trip if you do not bring appropriate 
footwear. You WILL get wet and dirty in this course. If you feel you will have issues participating in ANY of the 
field trips, you should re-consider your enrollment in this course. 
 
Course Outline (Subject to change) 
The finalized schedule of specific trips are dependent on researcher and project availability and will be 
revealed at the start of the course, however, this is an example of the type of schedule you should expect: 
 
Day  Time Description 

Sunday 
 

2:00p - 4:00p 
 
4:00p - 6:00p 
 
6:00p 

Arrive at Old Woman Creek 
 
Orientation. Van ride to town to pick up groceries 
 
Dinner (on your own)  



 
 
Day  Time Description 

Monday 
 

6:30 - 7:00a 
 
7:00 - 8:00a 
 
8:00 - 12:00p 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12:00 – 1:15p 
 
1:15 - 4:00p 
 
 
 
 
4:00 – 5:30p 
 
6:00p 

Breakfast (on your own) 
 
Travel to Willard Marsh Wildlife Area, Huron Co. 
 
Visit a remnant of what was once one of the largest inland wetlands in the 
state (“New Haven Marsh”). Conduct a snake survey using artificial cover 
objects, searching for Massasaugas and Butler’s Gartersnakes. Process 
captured Massasaugas, using PIT tags for mark-recapture and collecting data 
on population demographics. Check turtle traps and process captured turtles, 
learning techniques for marking and measuring. Discuss the reasons for the 
Massasauga’s decline and the challenges of managing herbaceous wetland 
habitat, particularly in an agriculturally dominated landscape. Identify local 
species and their life history characteristics. 
 
Travel to Mohican State Forest, Ashland Co. 
 
The target here will be the incredible amphibian diversity found in the 
headwater creeks, seeps, and springs. We’ll conduct a survey of a historic 
amphibian collecting site, looking for salamanders of the Plethodontidae 
family, as well as other local amphibians and reptiles. 
 
Travel back to Old Woman Creek 
 
Dinner (on your own) 

Tuesday 
 

6:30 – 7:00a 
 
7:00 – 9:00a 
 
9:00a - 4:00p 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4:00 - 6:00p 
 
6:00p 

Breakfast (on your own) 
 
Travel to Grand River Lowlands, Ashtabula Co. 
 
Meet with staff of The Nature Conservancy and/or the Western Reserve Land 
Conservancy; learn about the natural history and conservation value of the 
region. Conduct surveys of vernal pool amphibians, snakes (including the 
Massasauga), and freshwater turtles. Learn about the herp monitoring 
occurring in this area, the techniques being used, and habitat management for 
invasive species and succession. Identify local species and their life history 
characteristics. 
 
Travel back to Old Woman Creek 
 
Dinner (on your own) 

Wednesday 
 

7:30 – 8:00a 
 
8:00 - 8:30a 
 
8:30a – 12:00p 
 
 
 
 
 
12:00 – 12:40p 
 
12:40 – 3:00p 
 
 
 

Breakfast 
 
Travel to Resthaven Wildlife Area, Erie Co. 
 
Explore the herps of this inland tall grass marl prairie located only a few miles 
from Lake Erie. Likely finds include the Kirtland’s Snake, Foxsnake, and Five-
lined Skinks. Rare finds would be the Wormsnake and Massasauga. Listen for 
the calls of the Cricket Frog, released here to bolster declining populations in 
the region. Identify local species and their life history characteristics. 
  
Travel to Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge, Ottawa Co. 
 
Meet with Toledo Zoo Conservation Dept. staff (Kent Bekker, Matt Cross) to 
participate in ongoing projects monitoring Blanding’s Turtles and Kirtland’s 
Snakes. Check turtle traps and artificial cover; learn marking techniques; 
discuss the zoo’s involvement and goals in this and other local herp projects. 



 
 
Day  Time Description 

3:00 – 3:40p 
 
5:00 - 6:00p 
 
6:00 – 7:00p 

Travel to Port Clinton (Catawba) and board Miller Ferry to South Bass Island, 
then Gibraltar (Stone Labs). 
Dinner 
 
Research paper briefs (10 min/ea) 

Thursday 
 

7:00 - 7:45a 
 
8:00a - 4:00p 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:00 - 6:00p 
 
7:00 – 9:00p 

Breakfast 
 
Lake Erie Watersnakes: Research, Recovery and Conservation. Learn 
about LEWS including life history, past and current research and outreach 
objectives. Participate in capture-mark-recapture and life-history studies; pit-
tagging, scale-clipping, measuring, weighing and diet analysis. Learn about 
federal recovery plans, habitat conservation plans and other management 
plans to conserve endangered or threatened species. Identify local species 
and their life history characteristics. 
 
Dinner 
 
Using keys to examine preserved specimens in the lab. 

Friday 
 

7:00 - 7:45a 
 
8:00a – 4:00p 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4:00 – 5:00p 
 
5:00 - 6:00p 
 
6:00p 

Breakfast 
 
We’ll be transported by boat to Kelly’s Island to explore mark-recapture, 
genetics, and reproductive modes of island salamanders. Learn about the 
Unisexual Salamander complex, their unique methods of reproduction and 
how they differ from the other species of salamanders found on Kelleys Island 
and Northern Ohio. Learn techniques for finding and identifying local 
salamanders and their habitats, proper collection of tissue samples for genetic 
analyses and marking amphibians. Identify local species and their life history 
characteristics. 
 
Finish research paper briefs (if needed) 
 
Dinner 
 
Study Time! 

Saturday 
 

7:00 - 7:45a 
 
8:00a 

Breakfast 
 
Hand in field notebook and question packet. Final exam and lab 
practical.  

 
Major Assignments 
Each student must keep a field notebook during the week to document their experiences and the herps 
encountered. An all weather Rite-in-the-Rain notebook that is small enough to carry with you is recommended 
for this. The notebook should include more than simply a list of species we observe (although this should be in 
there). For full credit, your notebook will also have a short narrative of each day’s activities, descriptions of the 
herps and habitats that you encountered, and your observations. Most people will choose to make brief on-the-
spot notes in the field, followed-up later in the day with a more comprehensive accounting. The surest way to 
have a substandard notebook is to wait until the end of the course and then attempt to recollect the past week. 
Do not do this!  
  
Each student will prepare a one page written summary of a current (within past 5 years) peer-reviewed 
research article of relevance to the course. The summary should include the title, date of publication, and 
author(s), as well as the important methodology, results, and conclusions of the research. Note that this should 



 
 
be markedly more involved than the abstract! You will also present this summary in a 5-10 minute oral 
presentation.  
 
Students will be provided with a question packet at the beginning of the course that they must complete and 
hand in prior to the final exam. Questions may cover all aspects of field herpetology, Ohio’s amphibians and 
reptiles, as well as information from your readings. 
    
The lab practical will involve the identification of Ohio amphibian and reptile species. Any species that you are 
exposed to during the week, either in the field or in the lab, you are responsible for being able to identify. In 
addition, you should know life history traits and important diagnostic characteristics for differentiating similar 
looking species.  
 
The final exam will include questions gleaned from your readings, our presenters (in the field and in the lab), 
and any other aspects of the biology of Ohio’s amphibians and reptiles that are covered during the course. 
 
Grading Information 
Field participation:    30% 
Field notebook:    20% 
Question Packet:    20% 
Written summary and oral presentation: 10% 
Final exam and lab practical:   20%  
 
Grading Scale 
   93-100% A 

90-92.9% A- 
87-89.9% B+ 
83-86.9% B 
80-82.9% B- 
77-79.9% C+ 

   73-76.9% C 
70-72.9% C- 
67-69.9% D+ 
60-66.9% D 

   <60%  E 
 
Attendance Policy 
Students are expected to actively participate in all class sessions, including lectures, fieldwork and laboratory 
time. 
 
Academic Misconduct 
It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the 
investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term “academic misconduct” includes 
all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed: illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of 
plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of 
alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the 
Code of Student Conduct http://studentlife.osu.edu/csc/.  
 
Disability Services 
Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately 
accommodated and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability 
Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 614-292-3307, TDD 614-292-0901; 
http://www.wds.ohio-state.edu/.  
 
 

http://studentlife.osu.edu/csc/
http://www.wds.ohio-state.edu/

