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Stone Lab research policy 

June 2026 

 

Stone Lab overview 

 

The F.T. Stone Laboratory has been invaluable in freshwater biology research, science 

education, and outreach. A freshwater field station since 1895, part of The Ohio State University 

since 1925, and the Ohio Sea Grant college program, Stone Lab programs have introduced 

thousands – from elementary students to adults – to the basics of field-based biological science. 

Professional researchers from all over the United States and other countries work at Stone Lab, 

helping to solve the most pressing issues facing the Great Lakes, such as invasive species and 

toxic algal blooms. 

 

Stone Lab offers research services to visiting researchers (any researcher not based at Stone 

Lab), including time aboard our research vessels, laboratory space, lodging, and instrument 

deployment. This policy document gives details on each service. 

 

Scheduling research at Stone Lab 

 

Requests to use Stone Lab's research services can be made by emailing the Research Coordinator 

directly or by filling out the online form. The research coordinator will work with you over 

Zoom or Teams to accommodate your request to the best of the lab's ability. More information 

on each service is below. It is highly recommended to work with the research coordinator before 

developing a proposal and an experimental design to see if Stone Lab can accommodate your 

research and the estimated costs. 

 

Reservations for Stone Lab services are on a first-come, first-serve bias. Reservations can only 

be made once there is a commitment to come to Stone Lab. In other words, we do not make 

reservations if you have pending funding from a grant proposal. 

 

General rules and considerations 

 

1. All general lab and vessel safety procedures must be followed. The Research 

Coordinator, boat captain, or lab technician will show your group important lab and 

vessel safety items before starting your research. 

2. Stone Lab will ask you to complete a brief survey asking for your funding source and the 

number of students visiting with your group. 

3. All researchers at Stone Lab are expected to read and adhere to Ohio State University’s 

code of conduct, which can be found at https://studentconduct.osu.edu/ 

 

Fee structure 

 

1. Fee structures for Stone Lab services are listed below and online. Fee structures will be 

reviewed annually and can change at any time. You will be invoiced for the current fees, 

which might have changed since you wrote a proposal. The invoice will come from Stone 

Lab's office staff to the PI on the project. 

https://ohioseagrant.osu.edu/outsourced/forms/view.php?id=239482
https://studentconduct.osu.edu/
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2. The fee structures listed below are the base rate. Researchers from the Ohio State 

University will receive a 10% discount. 

3. Federal government employees will receive a 10% discount. 

 

 

1. Research vessels 

 

1.1  Overview 

 

Stone Lab has five research vessels with different capabilities. Research is the top priority 

for the vessels, but Stone Lab's education programs (field trips, college courses) have a high 

demand for the large research vessels (R/V Gibraltar III, M/V BioLab). The smaller, fast vessels 

(R/V Erie Monitor, R/V Vet Boat) have lower demand and are more available for researchers. 

The larger vessels can carry larger crews, heavy equipment, handle larger waves, and pull a fish 

trawl, but they are slower. The smaller vessels are faster but cannot handle large waves, cannot 

deploy large equipment, and are limited to about five passengers. The Stone Lab research 

coordinator will meet with each visiting researcher to determine which vessel is most appropriate 

for the work requested. The fifth vessel (R/V Sparky) is an electroshocking boat. All Stone Lab 

vessels are piloted by Stone Lab captains who are licensed captains by the United States Coast 

Guard. 

 

1.2  Scheduling Stone Lab vessel time 

 

1. Requests for time aboard Stone Lab's research vessels can be made by emailing the 

Research Coordinator directly or by filling out the online form. Emails to other Stone Lab 

staff will be forwarded to the Research Coordinator. The Research Coordinator will 

schedule a meeting (e.g., Zoom, Teams) with the researcher to 1) determine if Stone 

Lab's vessels are an option for your trip, 2) find possible dates, and 3) estimate a cost. 

2. Some missions can only be accomplished by one vessel. For example, only the Gibraltar 

III or the BioLab can pull a trawl net, and only the Gibraltar III can deploy heavy 

equipment. However, other missions can be accomplished with any vessel (e.g., light 

water collection).  

3. During the scheduling meeting, the Research Coordinator will present boat options for 

the researcher's trip and the ideal boat for the mission, but the ideal boat may not be an 

option on the day of the trip. For missions that can be accomplished with multiple 

vessels, the vessel used will be determined based on: 

a. The existing schedule for that day 

b. The weather forecast 

c. The amount of time estimated to accomplish the mission 

4. The fee structure for the small, fast vessels is the same for the large vessels. However, the 

time needed to complete a mission on a large vessel will be longer and cost more than on 

a small vessel. The Research Coordinator will communicate this with the researcher. If 

the researcher is asking price estimates for a proposal, the Research Coordinator will 

recommend to budget as if they will use a larger, slower vessel. 

5. Scheduling a block of consecutive dates to account for weather delays is allowable if the 

schedule permits (see Hierarchy of Scheduling). For example, a researcher may reserve 
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two consecutive dates for a one-day trip, or three days for two days on the water. Note 

that the ideal vessel may not be available on all scheduled days due to the existing 

schedule or weather. 

 

1.3  Weather delays 

 

1. High winds on Lake Erie can make boat trips unsafe. The boat captain, not the principal 

investigator, decides whether to cancel a trip due to weather.  

2. The Research Coordinator will alert the researcher of potential bad weather at least five 

days in advance or as soon as reasonability possible based on the weather forecast. 

3. The researcher then can decide to either reschedule or proceed as planned to hope for 

good weather. 

4. If the ideal vessel for the trip is a small, fast vessel, but the waves are too big for the 

small vessel but doable with a larger vessel, the Research Coordinator can ask the 

researcher if going on the larger vessel is fine (noting the difference in transect time and 

cost).  

5. Aborting a trip mid-cruise is also an option if the weather kicks up. 

a. If the boat captain determines to cancel the trip, the trip will be canceled.  

b. If a researcher is not feeling well (seasick), they can abort the trip and return to 

the dock. 

c. A student is very sick, but the PI or professor does not want to cancel a trip, the 

captain has the authority to overrule that PI or professor and return to the dock.   

d. If only one researcher in the group is not well, that one person can be returned to 

the lab and the boat goes back out. 

e. The researcher will be billed for all hours away from the dock, even if they did 

not accomplish their goals. 

 

1.4  Hierarchy of scheduling 

 

1. The current schedule holds the highest priority. A currently confirmed group will never 

be canceled in favor of another group. Researchers will never bump out a confirmed 

education group, and vice versa. 

2. Scheduling vessel time within the current season is on a first-come, first-serve basis. 

3. Researchers can request vessel time at any time for the current season or up to 18 months 

in advance for requests in the upcoming season. Education groups can be scheduled for 

the upcoming season after December 1. 

 

1.5  Fee structure 

 

1. The vessels are billed out on an hourly scale. Billable time begins when the researcher 

starts loading the vessel with equipment at the dock, and billable time ends after the 

vessel returns and all equipment has been unloaded. Billable time includes all time 

underway (making way and drifting) and anchored (with the engine on or off). The 

captain records when the vessel departs and returns. 
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a. If researchers arrive the day before their boat trip and they load the vessel after 

the vessel has completed all missions for that day, these hours will not be 

included as billable hours. 

i. Example: Researchers arrive Monday at 4PM for a Tuesday boat trip. The 

Gibraltar III returns to dock at 5PM Monday. Researchers can load the 

boat after 5PM Monday without billable hours. 

2. The base fee is $275/hour for any vessel. This fee includes a captain, gas, oil, and wear 

and tear. 

a. The R/V Gibraltar III and M/V BioLab vessels have a minimum hour usage of 6 

hours per day. Any trips lasting less than 6 hours will be billed for 6 hours. This 

minimum usage is due to the high demand for these vessels. 

3. A deckhand will be added to every trip for a fee of $35/hour. This fee can be dropped if 

the Research Coordinator and the boat captain deem it unnecessary for the trip. They will 

consider factors such as which vessel is being used, whether the group has experience on 

Stone Lab vessels, the weather, and the instruments being deployed. 

a. Deckhand fee is exempt from the 6-hour minimum. 

4. The research group can request an additional deckhand to help process samples for an 

additional $35/hour fee (one-hour minimum for each date staff support is requested). 

Although, if the deckhand is available, the deckhand can help process samples. 

5. After-hours or weekend vessel use will be considered case-by-case and will factor in the 

captain's availability. Vessel time between 5:00 PM and 7:00 AM will be assessed an 

additional fee of $100/hour. Vessel time that occurs over a weekend will be assessed an 

additional fee of $100/hour. These fees are assessed due to OSU pay rules on shift 

differentials. 

6. This fee structure will be reviewed annually.  

7. The fee structure is an estimate, not a binding quote. Researchers will be charged the fee 

rate in place for the current year, which may differ from the researcher's grant proposal.  

8. Trailering a smaller vessel to other areas of Lake Erie or other lakes will be considered 

case-by-case. In addition to the ship-time rate, additional fees for mileage from Stone Lab 

to the boat ramp and back, staff time while driving, and other fees that may apply will be 

added to the cost.  

a. Ship time billable hours do not apply while the vessel is being trailered. 

 

1.6  "Piggy-backing" trips 

 

1. "Piggy-backing" involves one group joining another group on a pre-scheduled vessel trip.  

2. Piggy-backing will only be considered under special circumstances. 

3. Two research groups can share a vessel if 1) the mission of the trip is similar and the 

same areas of the lake visited, 2) if both groups can accomplish their missions in a 

reasonable time, 3) one group does not interfere with the other, and 4) all parties agree to 

it sharing the vessel. 

4. If a piggy-backing trip is scheduled, the total fee for the trip will follow the fee structure 

outlined above, but the total fee can be divided among the two groups. The Research 

Coordinator will negotiate with the two groups how the bill will be divided.  

5. Visiting researchers are encouraged to consult the LEARN research calendar and upload 

their Stone Lab trips to the calendar. 
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1.7  Rules aboard the research vessels 

 

1. Follow all captain orders. The captain’s decision is final. 

2. It is the captain's responsibility to tell the research group about vessel safety features. 

3. Life jackets must be worn when the captain says so. 

4. The captain or deckhand may have special rules to follow for certain activities (e.g., 

trawling). 

5. Collection permits and vertebrate protocols must be in hand and shown to the captain 

before the vessel leaves the dock. 

6. Follow all OSU codes of conduct. 

7. The captain can cancel the trip and return to the dock if there is an unruly passenger. All 

fees will be assessed for hours away from the dock if the vessel returns to the dock due to 

an unruly passenger, even if the researcher did not accomplish all of their goals. 

8. Stone Lab vessels are restricted to only US waters. Due to hurdles required by US and 

Canadian customs and border patrol and by OSU for leaving the country, Stone Lab 

vessels will not leave US waters under any circumstances. 

 

1.8  Float Plans 

 

1. Float plan is a document that lists vessel identification, crew and passengers with 

emergency contact info, waypoints to be visited, and estimated time of arrival. 

2. Float plans are left at Stone Lab in the main office. 

3. If the vessel does not return on time, the office staff will call the captain for an update (if 

another captain is available on shore, office staff may delegate this responsibility to the 

captain). The Coast Guard will be notified if no response is received. 

4. The captain may also call ahead to alert staff of altered arrival time. 

5. The research coordinator will provide the PI with the USGS Float Plan fillable document, 

which is also available at: https://floatplancentral.cgaux.org/ 

 

1.9 Special safety considerations aboard the research vessels. 

 

1. All Stone Lab captains are licensed by the United States Coast Guard to pilot vessels for 

hire, and the two large vessels are inspected annually by the USCG. All Stone Lab staff 

serving as deckhands are licensed by the state of Ohio to operate vessels in Ohio waters. 

The captains and deckhands are first aid and CPR certified and trained on how to deal 

with emergencies on the water. In the event of an emergency, passengers will follow all 

orders given by the captain and deckhand. 

2. Before departing the dock, the captain or deckhand will instruct all passengers how to 

don a life jacket and show the passengers the location of the marine radio, the GPS, and 

the location of fire extinguishers and other safety equipment (throwable floats, lines, 

flares).  

3. In the highly unlikely event that leaves the captain and deckhand incapacitated and 

requires urgent medical help, the passengers will have to call for help. The marine VHF 

radio is kept on channel 16, the national distress, safety, and calling frequency, and a 

https://floatplancentral.cgaux.org/
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passenger will have to call for help using the MAYDAY distress call. The MAYDAY 

procedure is posted next to the marine VHF radio. 

a. “MAYDAY, MAYDAY, MAYDAY. This is the name of vessel, name of vessel 

name of vessel. MAYDAY This is the (name of vessel). We are at (give GPS 

location and general location). Give the nature of distress and assistance 

requested. There are ## of people aboard. Over”  

b. Standby for instructions from the Coast Guard. 

 

1.10  Autonomous Vehicles and buoys 

 

1. Until the US Coast Guard gives clear guidance on deployment of autonomous vehicles, 

Stone Lab will not deploy autonomous vehicles from our vessels. Liability of 

autonomous vehicles can potentially fall to the vessel captain if an incident occurs.  

a. Vehicles tethered to the research vessel and towed are acceptable.  

2. Buoys can be deployed from the Gibraltar III. Please have proof of an approved PATON 

application. 

 

2. Lodging at Stone Lab 

 

2.1  Overview 

 

Stone Lab has several lodging options available for researchers. In general, visiting 

researchers stay in the lodging on South Bass Island. Peach Point cottage has 4 bedrooms with 1 

bed each, 1 bathroom, a full kitchen, and laundry. Sycamore Cottage is divided into two separate 

units. The bottom unit has 1 bedroom with 1 bed, 1 bathroom, and a full kitchen. The upstairs 

unit has 2 bedrooms with 3 total beds, 1 bathroom, and a kitchenette. Finally, the South Bass 

Island lighthouse is located 3 miles from Stone Lab, and has 3 bedrooms with 4 total beds, 1.5 

bathrooms, and a full kitchen. The Stone Lab Research Coordinator will meet with each visiting 

researcher to determine which lodging is most appropriate for the visiting research group. WiFi 

is available at all lodging options. 

In certain situations, researchers have stayed on Gibraltar Island. Staying on Gibraltar 

Island presents logistical challenges of meals, shared bathrooms, and getting to the research lab 

on South Bass Island. Grad students who have stayed for several weeks on Gibraltar purchased 

our dining hall meal package. 

 

2.2  Booking Stone Lab lodging 

 

1. Requests for Stone Lab's lodging can be made by emailing the Research Coordinator 

directly or by filling out the online form. Emails to other Stone Lab staff will be 

forwarded to the Research Coordinator. The Research Coordinator will schedule a 

meeting (e.g., Zoom, Teams) with the researcher to 1) determine which Stone Lab 

lodging is the best option for your trip, 2) find possible dates, and 3) estimate a cost. 

 

2.3 Hierarchy of scheduling 
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1. The current schedule holds the highest priority. A currently scheduled group will never 

be canceled in favor of another group.  

2. Scheduling lodging within the current season is on a first-come, first-serve basis. 

3. Researchers can schedule lodging for the upcoming season up to 18 months in advance. 

4. Lodging requests for non-researchers (VIPs, Stone Lab professors) will be considered on 

a case-by-case basis. Non-researchers can only request lodging within 14 days of the 

stay. Stone Lab can place invited guests earlier. 

5. The usage priority is Peach Point first, then Sycamore Cottage, and the Lighthouse last 

(i.e., the Lighthouse will only be used if both Peach Point and Sycamore Cottage are in 

use). 

 

2.4 Fee structure 

 

1. Fees for lodging are assessed on a per night, per week, or per month per person basis. 

2. The fee schedule is reviewed annually. 

3. Linens, a pillow, and towels are included for Peach Point cottage, Sycamore Cottage, and 

the Lighthouse.  

4. The fee structure for Peach Point and down stairs of Sycamore Cottages and the 

Lighthouse is: $40/night; $170/week; $500/month per person. 

a. Upstairs of Sycamore Cottage is $15/night, $70/week, $210/month per person. 

5. The fee includes access to everything in the cottage (i.e., stove, window AC, laundry if 

available) and basic cleaning of the cottage after departure. 

6. An excessive cleaning will of $75/hour will be added if the lodging is left in a dirty 

fashion.  

7. A lost key fee is $150 per key. 

 

2.5 Rules and general information for lodging 

 

1. Stone Lab is not a hotel or a bed-n-breakfast. Our staff cleans our lodgings. Please tidy up 

before you leave, including wash dishes (dishes can be left on the drying rack), wipe off 

the countertops of spills, and put trash in the trash can (we can take out the trash). 

2. Please arrive during normal business hours. Under pre-approved special circumstances, 

we can arrange late arrivals, but we will charge late arrival fee $35/hour for every hour 

after 5:00 PM or on a weekend. 

3. Stone Lab lodging does not have central air, but some have a window air conditioner. 

Please be cognizant of that. 

4. We do not allow those staying in South Bass Island lodging to purchase meals in the 

dining hall on Gibraltar Island. 

5. Researchers who stay in the Lighthouse must arrange their own transportation to and 

from Stone Lab. 

6. Stone Lab does not have a policy of separating guests by gender or status (professors, 

students). If a group has a total of 4 people, we will assign them Peach Point cottage 

regardless of gender and status ratios.  

a. We will accommodate special requests to separate guests into multiple cottages 

when one cottage would have worked, according to their requests, if other lodging 

is available. If Stone Lab can accommodate a request to separate guests into 
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multiple housing units when one unit would have sufficed, we will apply the 

excessive cleaning fee of $75/hour because the lab now has to clean twice the 

number of bathrooms and kitchens for the same fee on a per person basis. 

b. If Stone Lab cannot accommodate a request to separate guests, the research 

coordinator will: 

i. Work with the PI on alternate dates in which we can accommodate their 

request,  

ii. Recommend off-site lodging options on South Bass Island. It is the 

responsibility of the PI to book and pay for non-Stone Lab lodging 

directly. 

7. Researcher groups of 5 or more will require two housing units. The research coordinator 

will assign which lodging the group will use, but it is up to the research group how to 

allocate room assignments among their group. 

 

3. Mesocosm facility 

 

3.1  Overview 

 

Stone Lab's Mesocosm Facility (1,500 ft2) opened in 2022. A mesocosm replicates the 

natural environment on a much smaller scale but much larger than beaker or bottle-sized 

experiments. Stone Lab consulted with Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution engineers to 

design a mesocosm facility with 15 circular 600-gallon (2200 liters) tanks. Lake Erie water is 

pumped from Put-in-Bay and can be filtered to remove particles down to 1 µm. Mesocosms can 

be operated in a flow-through fashion with water returned to Lake Erie or batch culture-like 

mode by closing the drain on the mesocosm. The Mesocosm Facility has benches with sinks at 

both ends of the facility. Lake water that is altered by chemicals is sent to the wastewater 

treatment plant. Stone Lab's Mesocosm Facility is an open-air facility to allow for natural 

sunlight and weather conditions that organisms would experience in the natural environment. 

Overhead support structures can hang shade cloths to reduce the sunlight intensity or hang 

scientific instruments in the center of the tanks. Each tank has forced air to provide organisms 

with oxygen and 120-volt electricity for easy access to instruments needing power. Overall, 

Stone Lab's Mesocosm Facility is the first open-air mesocosm on the Great Lakes and allows 

scientists to research environmental issues facing the lakes at a previously unavailable scale. 

 

3.2  Booking Stone Lab mesocosms 

 

1. Requests for Stone Lab's mesocosm facility can be made by emailing the Research 

Coordinator directly or by filling out the online form. Emails to other Stone Lab staff will 

be forwarded to the Research Coordinator. The Research Coordinator will schedule a 

meeting (e.g., Zoom, Teams) with the researcher to 1) determine if your research idea fits 

in with the mesocosm, 2) find possible dates, and 3) estimate a cost. 

 

3.3 Hierarchy of scheduling 

 

1. The current schedule holds the highest priority. A currently scheduled group will never 

be canceled in favor of another group.  
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2. Researchers who coordinated with the Research Coordinator at the proposal development 

stage will have priority over those who did not coordinate with the Research Coordinator. 

3. Scheduling mesocosm time within the current season is on a first-come, first-serve basis. 

4. Researchers can schedule mesocosm time for the upcoming season up to 18 months in 

advance. 

5. Non-research activities will not occur in the mesocosms. 

6. We can overlap groups if the first scheduled group is not using all tanks and if the second 

group can use the remaining tanks. 

 

3.4 Fee structure 

 

1. Fees for the mesocosm are assessed on a per tank per week basis. The current rate is 

$50/tank/week.  

2. The fee schedule is reviewed annually. 

3. Currently, there are no additional fees for set-up, take-down, electric usage, or use of 

chillers. 

4. Researcher can request Stone Lab staff to help process samples for an additional fee of 

$35/hour (one hour minimum for each date staff support is requested). 

5. If researchers need help from Stone Lab staff to clean the mesocosms or if they cannot 

complete cleaning the tanks before they leave, an additional fee will be added of 

$35/hour/person (one-hour minimum for each date staff support is requested).  

 

3.5 Rules and general information for mesocosms 

 

1. Researchers are responsible for setting up the mesocosms. We will teach you how to 

operate the pumps. 

2. Lake water that is unaltered with chemicals can be drained back to the lake. Fish waste 

does not count as a chemical. 

3. Lake water that is altered with chemicals has to be drained to the sewer. 

4. Stone Lab can only drain 4 tanks per day to the sewer. Please be cognizant of this while 

designing your experiment. 

5. Visitors to the Aquatic Visitor Center and Put-in-Bay tourists will ask you "whatcha 

doing?" or "what fish you raisin'?" Please be polite and give simple answers like "we are 

studying fish behavior" or "seeing how fast algae grows." 

 

4. Laboratory space 

 

4.1 Overview 

 

The Peach Point Research Building on South Bass Island is located within feet of Lake Erie and 

the docks for Stone Lab's research vessels. The Research Building was once a federally-funded 

fish hatchery, and OSU acquired the building in the 1940s to expand upon Stone Lab's research 

capabilities. Since 2012, the Research Building has gone through three rounds of renovations. 

Research operations now occur in three main rooms. All three rooms have fume hoods, eye 

washes, and PPE. Each lab space has several freezers (-20°C) and refrigerators for storing 

chemicals and samples. WiFi is provided throughout the building. 
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The Wet Lab is a 1,710 ft2 lab with 288 ft2 of bench space, including 14 moveable 2.5x6 ft lab 

tables. The Wet Lab has a 7x10 ft Darwin Chambers walk-in temperature (5° to 50°C), humidity 

(25% RH – 75 % RH), and light (on/off) controlled chamber. The Wet Lab is capable of setting 

up four 440-gallon lake water-feed flow-through aquaria and has dozens of tanks ranging from 5 

to 20 gallons. Many ichthyology and herpetology studies have been conducted in the Wet Lab in 

the aquaria. The Wet Lab is also used to prepare for experiments and process water samples 

collected aboard research vessels and work on large in situ instruments. 

 

The Analytical Lab is a 728 ft2 lab with 153 ft2 bench space and is equipped with analytical 

instruments to measure various water quality variables (instruments listed below). The Analytical 

Lab has two Percival Scientific E-36HO temperature- and light-controlled (29.7 ft3) incubators. 

Stone Lab's water purification system is housed in the Analytical Lab, which consists of a Nalco 

Crossbow deionized water system that is fed into a Thermo Scientific Barnstead Nanopure water 

system (18.2 Mega ohms). The micropipettes are in the Analytical Lab, ranging from 0.2 µL to 

10 mL, and the pipettes are serviced yearly by Rainin. General lab resources are in the lab, such 

as vacuum pumps, glassware, and filtering manifolds. The Analytical Lab has a -80°C freezer. In 

general, visiting researchers do not use bench space in the Analytical Lab due to limited space.  

 

The third room in the Research Building is called the Flex Lab, which is a newly renovated 

(completed in spring 2022) laboratory space with a flexible floor plan. The Flex Lab is 990 ft2 

room with 14 moveable 2.5x6 ft lab tables and 75 ft3 fixed-bench space along the perimeter. The 

Flex Lab also a Percival Scientific E-41L2 temperature- and light-controlled two-shelf incubator 

(37.2 ft3). The Flex Lab has a large 20x20 ft overhead door and connects to the Wet Lab by a 14 

ft sliding door. Large equipment, such as buoys or sediment traps can be brought into either the 

Wet or Flex Lab with a forklift. 

 

4.2 Scheduling lab space 

 

1. Requests for time and space in Stone Lab's labs can be made by emailing the Research 

Coordinator directly or by filling out the online form. Emails to other Stone Lab staff will 

be forwarded to the Research Coordinator. The Research Coordinator will schedule a 

meeting (e.g., Zoom, Teams) with the researcher to 1) determine if Stone Lab's labs are 

an option for your trip, 2) find possible dates, and 3) estimate a cost. 

2. Working with fish or other vertebrates will most likely occur in the Wet Lab. Besides 

working with fish or vertebrates, the Wet Lab and Flex Lab are functionally the same, 

and these researchers will be place in either lab.  

 

4.3 Hierarchy of scheduling 

 

1. The current schedule holds the highest priority. A currently scheduled group will never 

be canceled in favor of another group.  

2. Scheduling lab space within the current season is on a first-come, first-serve basis. 

3. Researchers can schedule lab space for the upcoming season up to 18 months in advance. 

4. Due to the large amount of space available, we can accommodate multiple small groups 

at once. 
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4.4 Fee structure 

 

1. Lab fees are $55/week. This fee includes all services in the lab (DI water, freezer space, 

use of tanks). 

 

4.5 Rules and general information for lab space 

 

1. The Research Coordinator will give the visiting groups a lab safety tour upon arrival. 

2. Follow all standard lab safety protocols. 

3. Proper lab attire is mandatory. Shorts are fine in the Wet and Flex Labs if you are not 

using chemicals or sharps. 

4. Stone Lab has PPE available. 

5. The Analytical Lab is generally not used by visiting researchers due to minimal bench 

space available and the lab is restricted access by Export Control. We will allow 

researchers to use the -80°C in the Analytical Lab. 

6. The Wet and Flex Lab are not climate-controlled during the summer. Need for air 

conditioning space in the Analytical Lab will be considered case-by-case. 

7. If visiting researchers bring their own chemicals, a list of chemicals must be provided to 

the Research Coordinator before arrival. 

8. Visiting researchers can bring their own equipment and lab instruments. 

9. Visiting researchers will be given a lab key for the front door. 

 

5. Deployment of instruments on Stone Lab grounds, buildings, and docks 

 

5.1 Overview 

 

The deployment of autonomous data-logging instruments on Stone Lab grounds, buildings, and 

docks will be considered on a case-by-case basis. Deployments must meet the following criteria 

to be allowable: 

1. Must not interfere with the daily operations of Stone Lab. 

2. Must not require much maintenance by Stone Lab staff. If Stone Lab staff is needed, we 

will set up a fee structure. You will be required to train Stone Lab staff on maintenance. 

3. The researchers must sign the liability waiver, which removes Stone Lab's liability to any 

damaged or lost instruments. 

 

5.2 Requesting deployments 

 

Contact the Stone Lab research coordinator to determine if your idea for deployment is feasible 

at Stone Lab and to determine your deployment schedule. 

 

5.3 Fee structure 

 

There is no fee for deployments. However, if Stone Lab staff time is needed to service your 

instrument, you will invoiced $35/hour for staff support (one hour minimum for each date staff 

support is requested).  


