
Dear Gen’l: We have met the enemy and they are ours - 
two ships, two brigs, one schooner and one sloop.

Yours with great respect and esteem.
O.H. Perry

On September 10, 1813, nine 
American ships engaged six British 
vessels near the Lake Erie islands 
in what would become the most 
important strategic battle over control 
of Lake Erie. It didn’t look good for the 
Americans at first: after his flagship 
Lawrence was heavily damaged by 
British cannons, 
28-year 
old Master 
Commandant 
Oliver Hazard 
Perry took a 
small rowboat 
through heavy 
fighting to the 
Niagara. From this new flagship, he 
was able to break through the British 
lines and force them to surrender. 
A short dispatch to Major General 
William Henry Harrison simply bore 
the now-famous words “We have met 
the enemy, and they are ours.”

The Battle of Lake Erie marked the 
first time in history that an entire 
British naval squadron had ever 
surrendered, with all six ships 
successfully captured. Perry’s victory 
– the first military campaign he led 
during the War of 1812 - allowed the 
American fleet to take control of Lake 

Erie, break American Indian 
support lines to the British, 
and capture Detroit. Control 
of that city also ensured an 
American victory in the Battle 
of the Thames near Chatham-
Kent, Ontario, in October 
1813. The encounter resulted 
in the death of Shawnee 

leader Tecumseh, the destruction of 
the American Indian coalition that 
supported the British, the ultimate 
defeat of British and American Indian 
forces, and the end of the War of 1812 
two years later.
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Perry transfers to Niagara mid-battle.

The Star-Spangled Banner (with 15 stars and 15 stripes) 
became the official United States Flag on May 1, 1795. Two 
stars and two stripes were added for the admission of 
Vermont and Kentucky. This flag was used for the next 23 
years, and it is the only flag to ever have more than 13 stripes.

Perry employed a 
Napoleonic pattern 
sabre typically used 
by French infantry.
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The U.S. Brig Niagara, 
home-ported in Erie, 
Pennsylvania, is the 
reconstructed relief 
flagship of Commodore 
Oliver Hazard Perry.
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Perry’s Lookout on Stone Lab’s 
Gibraltar Island is named after 
Master Commandant Oliver 
Hazard Perry, who led the 
American fleet in the 1813 Battle 
of Lake Erie. It is said that Perry 
would spend long stretches of 
time at the cliff’s edge, keeping a 
watchful eye for the British fleet. 
The signaling cannon from the 
Lookout is currently located at 
the Put-in-Bay Historical Society.
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“Burial of Officers Slain in the Battle of Lake Erie” by Louis Chevalier 
prominently shows Gibraltar Island in the background.
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Perry’s Victory & International Peace Memorial 
on South Bass Island commemorates the long-
lasting peace between Britain, Canada, and 
the U.S, and honors those who fought in the 
Battle of Lake Erie. The Doric column reaches 
352 feet above Lake Erie (47 feet taller than 
the Statue of Liberty), making it the third-tallest 
national monument after the Washington 
Monument and the St. Louis Arch.
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